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10 June 1953 Detroit, Michigan 


Description 


At 2310 EST on 10 June 1953 an AFROTC cadet at Wayne University ob- 
served one large bright object that was white or light yellow in color, 
round in shape and larger than a star. This object moved from a high 
westerly position in a falling arc toward the north and then leveled off 
and proceeded at a high rate of speed to the north in a straight line. 
This object made these maneuvers in a period of 60 seconds and disap- 
peared over the northern horizon. The object, though bright, cast no 
beam nor left any trail or exhaust. No sound was noticed. 


T 


Discussion 


Movements of this object and length of observation eliminate the 
possibility that it was of astronomical origin. Checks with airports 
in the vicinity revealed that there was one aircraft in the area. This 
was a DC- enroute to Chicago on a heading of 270 deg and was probably 
not in the area. A check was made with the weather bureau to determine 
whether or not they had a balloon in the area. A balloon was released 
at 0300Z, but it could not have caused the sighting since it burst 
before 04102 (time of sighting). 


Unsolved me wy A ea 
BS hn; li as ,, 


UNCLASSIFIED 
12 


T53-11156 


THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY 
Howann L. Bevis, President 
COLUMBUS 10 


EMERSON MeMILLIN OBSERVATORY 


8% July 1953 


Lt. Robert Olsson 
ATIC = Wright-ratterson AFB 


Dear Lt. Olsson, 


Now that Jennie has her preliminary clearence, she can help me 
handle the reports and can type the letters to you and to your successor. 
This vill improve the quality of the typing (3) I am sure. I cannot 
guarentee spelling. (Neither can I.) 


With respect to the two vires you sent us on June 23, there is 
only one thing to say: The 21 June Yepperrell AFB case must be tossed 
out because of grossly insufficient data.e 5o you think there is a 
slimmer of anything interesting there which would justify sending a 
Form A? It seems to me that reports of this kind just clutter up the 
wires vithout accomplishing anything. 


The San Antonio 16 June is clearly a meteorological phenomeon 
and one that would warm the heart of Menzel. This was undoubtedly as 
suggested, namely the light of the setting sun on a high cloud. 


Referring to the follow-up statement on the 1U June Detroit 
case, both Jennie and I still think this was a landing licht and agree 
it could not have been a meteor. 


Business is a little slow. Jen is going ancad with requesting 
cooperation from:the air control tover operatorse Her usefulness has 
increased in view of her temporary clearance and I hope that her full 
clearance will not be too long in coming. 


I hope we can see you soon and wish you a bon voyage into Law 
school. 


Sincerely, J 


<, 
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Allen Hynek 
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INFO: 


FROM: AFOIN-ATIAE-7=3-E FOR Olmsted Flt Sv Cen (MATS) 

ATIC has received a report of an widentified aerial object from the Detroit, Mich- 
igan area taking place at 2310 EST 10 June 1953. Object was a white light seen on 
a 360° course. Checks have been made for local balloon flights and commercial air- 


line flights as a cause of sighting with negative results. Request you inform | 
Project Blue Book of any military flights at the time and in the area of the 
sighting. 

In reply cite Project Blue Book., | 
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iL dune 1953 
sh Robert Le . Katthows, a MO Cadet “obert “alvey 
— ; _. WER com 2 rey 

aM, the following FHC is ‘quoted tor” Your inforaation “OE Setroit, iach ih dune| 


1953. CV Air University Macwell AFB Alabama. FLYOSRPT one round brilliant Star-Iie 
object with no discernable features and no AUDISLE sound reported seen traveling in a 
downward are from a westerly position then leveling off and disappearing northrard 
over Horizon. AFROTC Cadet 2obert Ealvey, Det 395, Jayne University, Detroit ichiza 
reported 1] June that he saw this object at approximately 2310 Tastern 10 Jume from a 
position on the ground, Cbject visible for approximately one minute, Approximate 
coordinates of sighting position 83 degrees 17 minutes west and 42 degrees 26 minutes 
north, Specifically the intersection of Lahser Road and Grand River Blvd Detroit, 
lich, “eather clear visibility’10 plus. ‘finds aloft approximately 300 degrees at 40 
KTS reported. Traffic one commerical DC-6 from Chicago to “‘illow tun Airport. 
Matthews Det 395 AFROTC Detroit, Michigan", — eo 


‘bstmbtion sy Omeuaron COS Ch GY migal Intelligence Cénter, ATINT ATIAN-28 


“iright~Pattereon AT3, Ohio 
Commandant, , 


nteetase Air Porce ROTC, 435 Bell Street 
Hontqonery, ALabana | 
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yrtdnntg EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE a7 
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________AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT 
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Heauguartera Use 
wRBnington 25, Uese 
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le In compliance with tha provisions of AFL 20C=> catea 2) April 1l%52 
the following report is subdaitted as a reault of information reported to 
thie headzuerters by 47 (OTS Cad+t iobert 2. Alvey of this unite 


ae Uncet Alvey reported sessing one largs bricnt object, white or 
lisht yellow, round in shape ané ape 30r than a star, nove froaa high asloy 
#eaterly povwition in a falling acs toward tue north, then leysl off and 
proczed et hish speed Tha stra! cht lings north, cisappearing over the hore ier 
’ S2oae ~Te-eByeot, thoush h dricht,cast no beam nor left any trail or oxhaust. 
+ No sound way heard to indicate xethod of propulsion. The cadet was unable |. .b) 


je «*?. i how 


to reliabhly estinate speed or cistance of the object since h= <ic not x 
snow the size thereot. fe indicatsd that the osject appearea to fall free f* 
for a short time then level off ond increase opeed in level Slisnte 


be The time of sighting was approximately 2310 -sstern -tancard 
Time on 10 June 1357 and the estinated tiae in view was one zaliaute. fod “ted, 


ce This vas a vieual observation with no optical or elactronic 


equipment available. <r £34 
de The location of the observer wae approximately 53 cezrces 17 ee. . 

ainutes west and 42 degrees 25 minutes northe Specifically, the cadet hee 

was on the northwest corner of the intersection of fecford avenue ond ia - 


pie 
Srand River Blvd. in Detroit, Hichizane The objected vas si-hted at a posle 2 tj’ & 
tion lo the west of the observer und cisapjeared nortaward. uietance and / x 
altitude could not be estimated. Tro Xs 
. Alito | 
Qe Cadet Bodert ce Alvoy is an AP A0TO Cadet in sis third year 
of traininge He is physically zualifisd for anc has plaansd for several 
yearo to enter pilet training. His interest in flying .nkes “ia observant 
of all visible flying aircraft. It is belisved that this is = report of 
something he csuld not relate to his past observations, <=xperience or his 
knowledz7@e 


f. The weatherat the time of si-hting waa clear, visivsility waa 
generally 1C miles or better and wind. aloft were from approximately 7C 
Je-reea varying with altitude between 10 and 62 imotsa. 


ze The only known treftic curins the time of the cl.iting vase 
one commercial 6 enroute troa Chicago to villow -un Airport in Uetroit. 


NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U.S. C.— 
31 AND 32, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LA” 
IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IM PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECT 
INTELLIGENCE, USAF. 
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ULLOSRVYT ee coat | | | , : 
SRTED ON | “on FROM (Agency) Micahe 
Detroit » Michigan | Debe%G5, lige APAGTS, inyna Unive Vetrolt 
a | DATE OI ATIC 7 EVALUATION — 
| 12 June 193% iL June 195% 
| | REPAREO BY (Officer r 


martin, Jre | Rote from APGCTC vad-:t Rabart oe Alv® 


; directlee, previous re ie., @s applicable) 


| _ tafe John Se 


SUMMARY: (Exter concles summary of report, Glee significance In final one-sentence paragraph. List incloeures at lower left. Begin test of report on AP Form 119—Pert 11.) 


2-6 wun ll June 1753 Cadet tobert =. Alvey roperted to the undersigned 
that he had observed,en 10 June 17% at 2710 oT, a bric ht object which he 
could not identify moving at a fairly hich rate of ppeede The o¥iect First 
ap 5ea@ed to be falling then it leveled off and cisappeared over ine haricone 
S? sounc vas heard thou.h thea aizht way clear anu trare was litils noiue 
-roa hie imasifate areas 


%. Tha uacersisned fe not qualified to judss the significanss of this 


repokte 
JOHN i? ANT il, J' 
Jajor Ui. - 
Adate FAST 
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INCLS. 
Statenent of cadet Alvay (quad) 


ie ; | ; 
"> cys Paruarted awe channels to “Uir. of Intell., Higa Voss 
| info cy to Chief, ATIS, “righte:atteraon Ars 


NOTE THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT. 50 U. S.C.— 
3) AND 32, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW. 
IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF 
INTELLIGENCE, USAF. 
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Zi had juss ides the iedford ‘Theater ma WAS bike ‘Ls 28 Wide hin (049 

a parking lot at the northwest corner of Grand “iver and Redford 
Avenue. I was admiring how clear the sky was and how well the stars 
shone when I spotted this object. At first I thought it was a 
neteor, but 16 dida’t take me long to realize that 1¢ wasn't, neteors 
just don't act like this object did. when I first sighted the odject, | 
it was northwest of me. It appearsd to be about five times the size | 
of a large star and just asa bright. The light was white or light 
yellow and of constant intensity. It did not flicker like stars do. | 
The time was within a few ninutes of 2310 hours. | 


The object also fell too slow to be a neteor. I would 
jodge the speed to be somewhere under 1000 m.p.h. The odject was 
Clear and distinct end round or cliptical in shape. It seamed to 
fall free as first, bus than it changed courss, leveled out and 
headed due north. I would judge that I watched for almost a minute 
before it disappeared over the horizon. The sky was perfectly clear 
and the alr cool, sound would have travelled good, but thers waa 
none except the few cars on Grand River a block away. 
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THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY 
Howann L. Bavis, President 
COLUMBUS 10 


EMERSON McMILLIN OBSERVATORY 


25 June 1953 


lst Lite robert Olsson 
ATIC — Wright-Patterson AFB 


Dear Lt. Olsson; 


Of the last batch of ; items sent on June 15, the only one about ~hich 
there is any question is the 12 June Covington, Ceorzia. it is essential to 
know here the duration of sichting. A Lot depends on this. Can you get this 
for us? 


Rerardine the Detroit 11 June “case is there anything in this that a good 
landing light would not explain? Likewise Googse AYD 11 June it would appear 
that since second radar did not pick up the signal, the most probable expla{nation 
is faulty radar. I assume that the GCI had dadar available. 


And we still have Venus with us. The 9 June Oregon case is clearly and 
uneguivocally Venus. 


Jennie has called to my attention the fact that I asked some follow-up 
questions which by now you may have obtained the answers. 
Anything new on: 
5 Barch Shaw AFB 

3 larch Luke AFB — Film? 

17 Febe Port Austin 

2 biarch San Antonio . 

12 April Stead ATB 


I am anxiously awaiting Jennie'’s clearance so we can get organized in a es 
more business-like mannere I know you can't do anything about this but {Just 
mentioning it anywaye I hope it comes through before your successor is appointed. 


